| Continuing Controversy 


S Abby' Mann,'; the screenwriter and 
^director, and the' center of contro- 
1 versy over the film “King,” said accu- 
isations that he has demeaned Martin 
‘Luther King Jr. -“will come hack to 
'haunt’”fcfie critics?! 

“I am proudest of this film, more 
ithan any Other work " Mann said in a ■ 
Selephdne interview frojn Paramount 
istudios in Hollywood, where the film- 
Uing is being completed. “King,” a six- 
<§iour ' docu-drama, will be shown on 
IkBO early next year. 

|! “Martin King is not shown as weak 
|&r cowardly in any way. Because of 
Jhis eloquence, his courage, because he 
Iput principles above himself, I think 
Sie’s the greatest American of this cen- 
tury. The film shows that.” 

f| ! Earlier this week, several former as* 
;sgpciates of King, men who had worked 
with the ' Civil rights leader at the 
7 Southern , Christian Leadership Con- 
ference {SCLQ accused the filmmak- 
ers of distorting his character, even to 
the point /of painting him as a puppet 
of whifesi “They’ve got Martin coming 
gff af Shallow, uncertain, kind of 
frightened, 'unopinionated,” said for- 
merSCLC official Hosea Williams. 
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